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Abstract of correspondent: US6849308 
A method of forming a masking pattern on a 
surface using the technique of droplet ejection to 
deposit droplets of deposition material, said 
method comprising depositing a plurality of 
droplets on said surface to form such a pattern 
comprising multiple discrete or coalesced 
extended portions. 
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The subject -natter of Claim 1 is solely limited to a "method for fonmring 
a mask pattern comprising the step of depositing droplets"; all other 
elements are either a direct consequence of the use of droplets or they 
describe, as 1n the last two lines, an effect to be achieved. 
This definition covers any type of spray coating, electrostatic or not, 
where the a pattern (mask) can be produced by insertion of a stencil in 
the path of the droplets, by moving the droplet source relative to the 
target or by deviating the droplet flow. Many processes* including 
ink-jet processes, have been described in the prior art (for a broad 
variety of purposes) and a conprehensive search is not possible in the 
light of the limited nunter of technical features of the claim. Dependent 
claims 2-12 mainly refer to effects to be achieved and do not contain any 
relevant technical features going beyond coninon practice In the general 
art. 

The same reasoning applies for independent claims 65, 66» 67 and 73. 
Claim 67 is particular in so far as it describes a general electrographic 
(or electrophotographic) process. 

In the light of the description the search has been focus sed on the 
method described in dependent claim 13 and the claims referring to this 
claim. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examinat ton (Rule 66.1(e) PCT) . The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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